He May Wear a Tutu— 
_But He s Tough! 


By Tim Ferrante and David Everitt 


x ® The 
gory/comic heroics 
of Toxic Avenger, 


the monster 
vigilante. 


oxic Avenger may be the first 

movie to combine Death Wish 

vigilantism, Mad Magazine-style 

spoofery, and no-holds-barred 
splatter. z 

The new film from Troma, Inc. 

place in Tromaville (the town-limits sign 


takes 


announces, “TROMAVILLE, NJ/Toxic 
Waste Capital of the World”). The story 
revolves around Melvin, a spastic, dork 
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health-club janitor. Melvin is an easy tar- 
get for the vicious pranksters at the club, 
and it is one of their pranks that changes 
the janitor’s life. This prank involves 
Melvin wearing a tutu and it drives the 
kid to jumping out of a window and land- 
ing head-first into a drum of toxic waste. 
The waste transforms him into an over- 
sized, horribly mutated monster. Thus 
born out hero. 


Above: The Toxic Avenger mixes it 
up with one of the seeing-eye-dog 
killers. Left: Melvin on the 
warpath. 


Our hero? 

That’s right, a horribly disfig 
ster-hero. It seems that one of the toxic 
waste’s side-effects is that it makes 
Melvin, now the Toxic Avenger, a super- 
violent do-gooder who mauls, maims 
and kills every slimeball in sight. And not 
just any kind of slimeball—the most psy- 
chotic slimeballs you could imagine, the 
kind of guys who wouldn’t think twice 
about running over some kid’s head with 
acar (and reversing the car to do it again!) 
or shooting a blind girl’s seeing-eye do; 
Like everything else in the movie, the 
violence is so overdone it’s funny (well, 
maybe not the dog part). 

Sounds like a crazy, sick movie, right? 
Well, you probably didn’t notice that this 
wacky bloodbath is something else too, 
but not to worry—Troma chiefs Lloyd 
Kaufman and Michael Herz will point it 
out to you. Laid onto the Toxic Avenger 
antics, says Kaufman, is the “very con- 
temporary issue of toxic waste and the 
direction America is heading. The waste 
problem is not going to go away,’ Kau 
man warns. He adds, “We try to deal with 
themes that are thought-provoking and 
give people something to talk about” 

And what's that you say? You want mo- 
tality, too? “We have a very honest hero,’ 


maintains Herz. “In order to keep the 
audience perspective that Melvin is the 
good guy, the bad guys have to really be 
bad. | find it’s a very appealing story, but 
we certainly didn’t make this film to 
preach. The good guys win and the bad 
guys lose...and that’s the way it should 
be. The morality is correct.’ Sohe 
shouldn't come off like a stuffed shirt 
about this morality business, Herz later 
goes on to say, “If you want violence, 
action and excitement, then this is the 
film to see!” 

Apparently not too worried about the 
moral and environmental implications 
of Toxic Avenger, screenwriter Joe Ritter 
seems to be comfortable with the idea of 
the picture being a violent goof. “For 
me,’ says Ritter, “this kind of writing was 
somewhat of a release to be so outra- 
geous. I’ve written things along the same 
lines, but less gory...more mass audi- 
ence. But that’s one of the reasons | love 
this film. | don’t think I’ll ever work on a 
film this off-the-wall again.” 

Ritter was an Academy Award recipient 
for Best Student Film, and originally 
came to Troma’s attention through a rec- 
ommendation from director John Avild- 
sen. “I sent Troma some script samples 
of other works,’ recalls Ritter. “Literally a 
week iater Lloyd Kaufman called me 
back and said, ‘I loved your scripts and 
get in here! We're casting a movie now 
and we’re in preproduction and haven't 
got a script yet!’ | went in and they had 
this crazy idea of the Avenger and 10 days 
later | submitted a first draft. My second 
draft was finished in another 10 days, but 
they had already begun shooting before 
lhad finished! It started outa little nuts. | 
eventually wrote five drafts but had 
never worked that fast before.” 

Commenting on the extremity of some 
of Toxic Avenger's violence, Ritter relates 
a story about an early edition of the pic- 
ture. The story involves the scene in 
which the child gets his head squished 
open. The setting: a special preview 
screening of the film. 

“During that head-crushing se- 
quence,’ he muses, “it originally played 
out a bit longer than it does now. At that 
point, five women jumped up waving 
their hands in the air saying, ‘No, no. Too 
gross. Sorry!’, and got up and left. So I 
turned to Lloyd and said, ‘We gota hit on 
our hands!’ You should have seen what 
ended up on the cutting room floor!” 

As of this writing, Toxic Avenger's prin- 
cipal exposure has been in France. In the 
land’ of Jerry Lewis worship, viewers 
seemed very receptive. Kaufman says, “I 
think this is one of the first films that has 
large elements of gore yet is comic. We 
were at the Cannes Film Festival and 
there was a television crew filming audi- 
ence reactions to Toxic, and they were all 
laughing hysterically at some pretty 
gruesome stuff. When you think about 
it, heads getting squashed, arms being 
ripped off—those aren’t funny thoughts. 


HEALTH CLUI 


The tutu’ed Melvin the Janitor flies out the health club window and 


into the toxic-waste drum of destiny. 


But they're funny in Toxic Avenger.” 

One bit of gruesomeness that doesn’t 
always seem to tickle people’s funny 
bones is the unprovoked killing of the 
seeing-eye dog. Kaufman's view of this 
reaction is, “I have no interest in animals, 
personally. | have no objection to them, 
but I have more compassion towards hu- 
man beings.’ 

Which brings us back to the subject of 
all the madcap killings of human beings 
in the picture. How would Kaufman feel 
if, after viewing Toxic Avenger, people ac- 
cused him of being a sick person. “We 
are reporting on evil!” he says. “We are 


A bad person on the receiving end of 
points. 


encouraging good. | think a young per- 
son who sees Toxic Avenger is going to 
come out not embracing evil. You go to 
see a Hollywood movie and you see kids 
getting knocked-up and that’s fashion- 
able, smoking cigarettes and that’s fash- 
ionable, and doing perverted things and 
that’s fashionable. Nobody's going to get 
that message from our movie. Only the 
bad guys dothe bad things, and the Toxic 
Avenger is a very good hero” 

But remember, kids: Putting on a tutu 
and jumping into a toxic-waste drum 
may have worked for Melvin, but don’t 
try this stuff at hom! 


one of the Toxic Avenger’s mora 


